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        Westerly, R.I. 02891  

Sunday, January 29, 2012

Sermon:  At the Name of Jesus
Text:
“The people were amazed and asked each other, ‘What is this?  A new teaching?  Who is this who even has authority over evil spirits?’” –Mark 1:27
Old Testament:

Deuteronomy 18:15-19

Gospel:



Mark 1:21-28
In the Upper Room devotional material a man named Dean tells the story of one of his most unforgettable childhood memories.  He was five years old, and it was a hot, dusty August day in rural Tennessee.  As always, the minister’s sermon went on and on and the slight breeze coming through the open windows did little to cool the sanctuary.  Dean remembers the women fanning themselves and the gentle sounds of the ceiling fan and the ticking of the clock on the back wall.
Suddenly, worship was interrupted.  A woman, who lived just down the road from the church but who was not a member of the church, appeared in the doorway sobbing hysterically.
“Somebody, please help!  There has been an accident.  A man is hurt; he is layin’ in a ditch!”

Some of the men rushed out to help while some of the women went to console the hysterical woman.  Dean remembers his mother saying to her, “Come inside the church where it is cooler.  Come sit here in the back pew.”

“Oh, no,” cried the distraught woman, “I can’t come in a church.  I can never come into a church!”  And with that, she rushed down the church steps and disappeared.

Dean writes his thoughts for the Upper Room devotionals; he shares, “as far as I know, she never did come into that church or any other church.”

Her words haunt us.  “Oh, no!  I can’t come in a church; I can never come into a church.”  Her words sadden us because we know that countless numbers of people in our world feel that same way.  When life is in crisis for these people, they know that they can turn to the church, but they also know that they will never feel worthy or welcomed to actually “come into the church,” so to speak.

Jesus is teaching in the synagogue in His home town of Capernaum.  It is a Sabbath and possibly it is a hot summer day as it was in Tennessee.  A man appears in the doorway of the synagogue crying for help, and Almighty God, Jesus our Lord, has compassion on the man and heals him.
And although the worshippers in the synagogue are amazed with what has occurred and question what has happened and who this man Jesus is, the man who interrupted the worship service at the door of the synagogue and cried out for help, like the woman who came to the door of the church in Tennessee, is never mentioned again.
Both the man in the Gospel of Mark and the woman in rural Tennessee each knew where to turn for help—they both, like all of us, turned to Jesus.  But sadly, neither one felt welcome in the church.

Like the people in Capernaum and Tennessee, we too are amazed at these events.  For one thing we ponder, “How did these two people, who may have never stepped into a church, know to turn to Jesus?  What is there about Jesus that brings all the world, Jews and Gentiles, alike to call on Him in times of trouble?
We marvel at His universal appeal, but ask: “Why Jesus?  Why Jesus?”
First of all, Jesus is unique.  There is no one like Him.

There have been many teachers in the history of this world, but none like Jesus.  Both His followers and His enemies described Him as One who taught with “authority.”  Verse 27 acknowledges this fact that “He taught with authority.”  By “authority” we may understand that Jesus’ words carried with them total understanding of the situation—physical authority, spiritual authority, moral authority.  Jesus, and only Jesus, is able to address every level and every dimension in our lives.  Now that is authority.
Gloria Gaither expressed Jesus’ authority in her music.  She writes, “The mere mention of His Name calms the storm, heals the broken, raises the dead.”  Now that is authority.
One mother writes, “I stood beside my little son’s bed.  He was delirious with fever.  I softly breathed the Name of Jesus, and I saw my little son grow quiet, and his fevered brow cool.”  Now that is authority.

Socrates taught for 40 years, Plato for 50, Aristotle for 40, and Jesus for only three years.  Yet only one of these four teachers has changed forever human history.  Now that is authority.

Jesus painted no pictures, yet Raphael, Michelangelo, and da Vinci received their inspiration from Him.  Now that is authority.
Jesus wrote no poetry, yet Dante, Milton, Shakespeare, and countless other writers were inspired by His words.  Now that is authority.

Jesus composed no music, still Haydn, Handel, Bach, Beethoven, and Mendelssohn reach near human perfection in the music they created in praise of Him.  Now that is authority.

All of civilization, indeed, all of creation is enriched and inspired and shaped by this humble Carpenter of Nazareth.

So why would a frightened woman in Tennessee and a broken man in Capernaum looking to be healed turn to Jesus?  Simply answered, because there is no other like Him.  No one else has ever had such authority.  And God has placed deep in our beings a yearning to encounter the Man from Galilee.
So, no wonder the people of Capernaum and Tennessee were amazed at how Jesus had authority in the lives of all people.

Still, it troubles us that the man from Capernaum and the woman from Tennessee and so many others who know in the depths of their being that Jesus and Jesus alone is the One that they are seeking do not feel welcomed in His Church?

Which brings us to a second dimension of this Scripture.  Obviously, we are not witnessing as we should for our Lord Jesus.

Whether in Capernaum or Tennessee, we must always make ourselves available to share our Lord with a world of people who long for Him and will be satisfied by no one else.  No one but Jesus has such authority over all people and all creation.
Jesus leads all humanity to Him, but it is up to us to help nurture these relationships with Him.

In a small African village a young boy named Sami was brought to the mission school to be raised and educated.  His parents were not Christians; they brought him to the Christian school because they wanted a better life for their son.

The boy was outgoing and bright and loved the school, but after many years, he still had not converted to Christianity.  He held to his old tribal religion.

One day a new teacher came to the school and quickly developed a close relationship with Sami.  A few weeks later the boy, who had been in the Christian school for nine years walked into the mission chapel and told the minister that he wanted to be a Christian.

The minister was surprised and asked, “Why after all these years do you want to be a Christian?”  The young African explained, “The new teacher has become more than my teacher.  He has become my friend.”  And then the young African smiled and said, “He built a bridge of friendship to me, and Jesus walked across.”

Here is the heart of evangelism.  Here is how the authority of Jesus is made manifest in human lives.
“He built a bridge of friendship to me, and Jesus walked across.”

A man in Capernaum needed healing.

A woman in Tennessee needed help.

By the authority of Jesus, they came to Him.  We know not how God did this; we stand in amazement.  But in response to the marvelous authority of Jesus’ Name, we are called upon to build bridges of friendship that become the avenues by which Jesus Christ walks in the lives of all His people.

How can we build such bridges upon which Jesus can walk?  When you leave the Sanctuary this morning, please take an extra Scribe with you.  Give it to someone who may be seeking to encounter the unique authority of Jesus Christ.  Use some event in the life of this Church to help build a friendship with that person.  Invite them to come with you.  Sit with them in Church.

There are many people right here in our community, like the man in Capernaum and the woman in Tennessee, who are hurting and frightened, and want to come to Jesus, but like the man in Capernaum and the woman in Tennessee, do not feel welcomed in His Church.

In His authority, Jesus has touched their hearts and called them to Him.

Now we must build those bridges of friendship upon which our Savior will walk.

Amen.
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